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Address to a Joint Session of

Congress and the American People

September 20th, 2001
Georges W. Bush

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Speaker, Mr.
President Pro Tempore, members of
Congress, and fellow Americans:

In the normal course of events,
Presidents come to this chamber to report
on the state of the Union. Tonight, no such
report is needed. It has already been
delivered by the American people.

We have seen it in the courage of
passengers, who rushed terrorists to save
others on the ground -- passengers like an
exceptional man named Todd
Beamer. And would you please help me to
welcome his wife, Lisa Beamer, here
tonight. (Applause.)

We have seen the state of our Union in
the endurance of rescuers, working past
exhaustion. We have seen the unfurling of
flags, the lighting of candles, the giving of
blood, the saying of prayers -- in English
Hebrew, and Arabic. We have seen th.
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decency of a loving and giving people who
have made the grief of strangers their own.

My fellow citizens, for the last nine
days, the entire world has seen for itself the
statet of our Union -- and it 1is
strong. (Applause.)

Tonight we are a country awakened to
danger and called to defend freedom. Our
grief has turned to anger, and anger to
resolution. Whether we bring our enemies
to justice, or bring justice to our enemies,
justice will be done. (Applause.)

I thank the Congress for its leadership
at such an important time. All of America
was touched on the evening of the tragedy
to see Republicans and Democrats joined
together on the steps of this Capitol,
singing "God Bless America." And you
did more than sing; you acted, by
delivering $40 billion to rebuild our
communities and meet the needs of our
military.

Speaker Hastert, Minority Leader
Gephardt, Majority Leader Daschle and
Senator Lott, I thank you for your
friendship, for your leadership and for your
service to our country. (Applause.)



AR

And on behalf of the American people,
I thank the world for its outpouring of
support. America will never forget the
sounds of our National Anthem playing at
Buckingham Palace, on the streets of Paris,
and at Berlin's Brandenburg Gate.

We will not forget South Korean
children gathering to pray outside our
embassy in Seoul, or the prayers of
sympathy offered at a mosque In
Cairo. We will not forget moments of
silence and days of mourning in Australia
and Africa and Latin America.

Nor will we forget the citizens of 80
other nations who died with our
own: dozens of Pakistanis; more than 130
Israelis; more than 250 citizens of India;
men and women from El Salvador, Iran,
Mexico and Japan; and hundreds of British
citizens. America has no truer friend than
Great Britain. (Applause.) Once again,
we are joined together in a great cause -- soO
honored the British Prime Minister has
crossed an ocean to show his unity of
purpose with America. Thank you for
coming, friend. (Applause.)

On September the 1l1th, enemies of
freedom committed an act of war against
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our country. Americans have known wars
-- but for the past 136 years, they have
been wars on foreign soil, except for one
Sunday in 1941. Americans have known
the casualties of war -- but not at the center
of a great city on a peaceful
morning. Americans have known surprise
attacks -- but never before on thousands of
civilians. All of this was brought upon us
in a single day -- and night fell on a
different world, a world where freedom
itself is under attack.

Americans have many questions
tonight. Americans are  asking: Who
attacked our country? The evidence we
have gathered all points to a collection of
loosely affiliated terrorist organizations
known as al Qaeda. They are the same
murderers indicted for bombing American
embassies in Tanzania and Kenya, and
responsible for bombing the USS Cole.

Al Qaeda is to terror what the mafia is
to crime. But its goal is not making
money; its goal is remaking the world --
and 1mposing its radical beliefs on people
everywhere.

The terrorists practice a fringe form of
Islamic extremism that has been rejected
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by Muslim scholars and the vast majority
of Muslim clerics -- a fringe movement
that perverts the peaceful teachings of
Islam. The terrorists' directive commands
them to kill Christians and Jews, to kill all
Americans, and make no distinction among
military and civilians, including women
and children.

This group and its leader -- a person
named Osama bin Laden -- are linked to
many other organizations in different
countries, including the Egyptian Islamic
Jihad and the Islamic Movement of
Uzbekistan. There are thousands of these
terrorists in more than 60 countries. They
are recruited from their own nations and
neighborhoods and brought to camps in
places like Afghanistan, where they are
trained in the tactics of terror. They are
sent back to their homes or sent to hide in
countries around the world to plot evil and
destruction.

The leadership of al Qaeda has great
influence in Afghanistan and supports the
Taliban regime in controlling most of that
country. In Afghanistan, we see al Qaeda's
vision for the world.



Afghanistan's people have been
brutalized -- many are starving and many
have fled. Women are not allowed to
attend school. You can be jailed for
owning a television. Religion can be
practiced only as their leaders dictate. A
man can be jailed in Afghanistan if his
beard is not long enough.

The United States respects the people
of Afghanistan -- after all, we are currently
its largest source of humanitarian aid -- but
we condemn the Taliban
regime. (Applause.) It i1s not only
repressing its own people, it is threatening
people everywhere by sponsoring and
sheltering and supplying terrorists. By
aiding and abetting murder, the Taliban
regime is committing murder.

And tonight, the United States of
America makes the following demands on
the Taliban: Deliver to United States
authorities all the leaders of al Qaeda who
hide in your land. (Applause.) Release all
foreign nationals, including American
citizens, you have unjustly
imprisoned. Protect foreign journalists,
diplomats and aid workers in your
country. Close immediately and
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permanently every terrorist training camp
in Afghanistan, and hand over every
terrorist, and every person in their support
structure, to appropriate
authorities. (Applause.) Give the United
States full access to terrorist training
camps, so we can make sure they are no
longer operating.

These demands are not open to
negotiation or
discussion. (Applause.) The Taliban must
act, and act immediately. They will hand
over the terrorists, or they will share in
their fate.

I also want to speak tonight directly to
Muslims throughout the world. We respect
your faith. It's practiced freely by many
millions of Americans, and by millions
more in countries that America counts as
friends. Its teachings are good and
peaceful, and those who commit evil in the
name of Allah blaspheme the name of
Allah. (Applause.) The terrorists are
traitors to their own faith, trying, in effect,
to hijack Islam itself. The enemy of
America is not our many Muslim friends; it
is not our many Arab friends. Our enemy
is a radical network of terrorists, and every
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government that supports
them. (Applause.)

Our war on terror begins with al
Qaeda, but it does not end there. It will not
end until every terrorist group of global
reach has been found, stopped and
defeated. (Applause.)

Americans are asking, why do they
hate us? They hate what we see right here
in this chamber -- a democratically elected
government. Their leaders are self-
appointed. They hate our freedoms -- our
freedom of religion, our freedom of
speech, our freedom to vote and assemble
and disagree with each other.

They want to overthrow existing
governments in many Muslim countries,
such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and
Jordan. They want to drive Israel out of
the Middle East. They want to drive
Christians and Jews out of vast regions of
Asia and Africa.

These terrorists kill not merely to end
lives, but to disrupt and end a way of
life. With every atrocity, they hope that
America grows fearful, retreating from the
world and forsaking our friends. They
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stand against us, because we stand in their
way.

We are not deceived by their pretenses
to piety. We have seen their kind
before. They are the heirs of all the
murderous ideologies of the 20th
century. By sacrificing human life to serve
their radical visions -- by abandoning
every value except the will to power -- they
follow in the path of fascism, and Nazism,
and totalitarianism. And they will follow
that path all the way, to where it ends: in
history's unmarked grave of discarded lies.
(Applause.)

Americans are asking: How will we
fight and win this war? We will direct
every resource at our command -- every
means of diplomacy, every tool of
intelligence, every instrument of law
enforcement, every financial influence, and
every necessary weapon of war -- to the
disruption and to the defeat of the global
terror network.

This war will not be like the war
against Iraq a decade ago, with a decisive
liberation of territory and a swift
conclusion. It will not look like the air war
above Kosovo two years ago, where no



ground troops were used and not a single
American was lost in combat.

Our response involves far more than
instant retaliation and isolated
strikes. Americans should not expect one
battle, but a lengthy campaign, unlike any
other we have ever seen. It may include
dramatic strikes, visible on TV, and covert
operations, secret even in success. We will
starve terrorists of funding, turn them one
against another, drive them from place to
place, until there is no refuge or no
rest. And we will pursue nations that
provide aid or safe haven to
terrorism. Every nation, in every region,
now has a decision to make. Either you are
with us, or you are with the
terrorists. (Applause.) From  this  day
forward, any nation that continues to
harbor or support terrorism will be
regarded by the United States as a hostile
regime.

Our nation has been put on notice: We
are not immune from attack. We will take
defensive measures against terrorism to
protect Americans. Today, dozens of
federal departments and agencies, as well
as state and local governments, have



responsibilities affecting homeland
security. These efforts must be
coordinated at the highest level. So tonight
I announce the creation of a Cabinet-level
position reporting directly to me -- the
Office of Homeland Security.

And tonight 1 also announce a
distinguished American to lead this effort,
to strengthen American security: a military
veteran, an effective governor, a true
patriot, a trusted friend -- Pennsylvania's
Tom Ridge. (Applause.) He will lead,
oversee and coordinate a comprehensive
national strategy to safeguard our country
against terrorism, and respond to any
attacks that may come.

These measures are essential. But the
only way to defeat terrorism as a threat to
our way of life is to stop it, eliminate it,
and destroy it where it grows. (Applause.)

Many will be involved in this effort,
from FBI agents to intelligence operatives
to the reservists we have called to active
duty. All deserve our thanks, and all have
our prayers. And tonight, a few miles from
the damaged Pentagon, 1 have a message
for our military: Be ready. I've called the
Armed Forces to alert, and there is a



reason. The hour is coming when America
will act, and you will make us
proud. (Applause.)

~ This is not, however, just America's
fight. And what is at stake is not just
America's freedom. This is the world's
fight. This is civilization's fight. This is
the fight of all who believe in progress and
pluralism, tolerance and freedom.

We ask every nation to join us. We
will ask, and we will need, the help of
police forces, intelligence services, and
banking systems around the world. The
United States is grateful that many nations
and many international organizations have
already responded -- with sympathy and
with support. Nations from Latin America,
to Asia, to Africa, to Europe, to the Islamic
world. Perhaps the NATO Charter reflects
best the attitude of the world: An attack on
one is an attack on all.

The civilized world is rallying to
America's side. They understand that if
this terror goes unpunished, their own
cities, their own citizens may be
next. Terror, unanswered, can not only
bring down buildings, it can threaten the
stability of legitimate governments. And
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you know what -- we're not going to allow
it. (Applause.)

Americans are asking: What is
expected of us? I ask you to live your
lives, and hug your children. I know many
citizens have fears tonight, and I ask you to
be calm and resolute, even in the face of a
continuing threat.

I ask you to uphold the values of
America, and remember why so many have
come here. We are in a fight for our
principles, and our first responsibility is to
live by them. No one should be singled
out for unfair treatment or unkind words
because of their ethnic background or
religious faith. (Applause.)

I ask you to continue to support the
victims of this tragedy with your
contributions. Those who want to give can
go to a central source of information,
libertyunites.org, to find the names of
groups providing direct help in New York,
Pennsylvania, and Virginia.

The thousands of FBI agents who are
now at work in this investigation may need
your cooperation, and I ask you to give it.

I ask for your patience, with the delays
and inconveniences that may accompany



tighter security; and for your patience in
what will be a long struggle.

I ask your continued participation and
confidence in the American
economy. Terrorists attacked a symbol of
American prosperity. They did not touch
its source. America is successful because
of the hard work, and creativity, and
enterprise of our people. These were the
true strengths of our economy before
September 11th, and they are our strengths
today. (Applause.)

And, finally, please continue praying
for the victims of terror and their families,
for those in uniform, and for our great
country. Prayer has comforted us in
sorrow, and will help strengthen us for the
journey ahead.

Tonight I thank my fellow Americans
for what you have already done and for
what you will do. And ladies and
gentlemen of the Congress, I thank you,
their representatives, for what you have
already done and for what we will do
together.

Tonight, we face new and sudden
national challenges. We  will come
together to improve air safety, to
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dramatically expand the number of air
marshals on domestic flights, and take new
measures to prevent hijacking. We will
come together to promote stability and
keep our airlines flying, with direct
assistance during this
emergency. (Applause.)

We will come together to give law
enforcement the additional tools it needs to
track down terror here at
home. (Applause.) We will come together
to strengthen our intelligence capabilities
to know the plans of terrorists before they
act, and find them before they
strike. (Applause.)

We will come together to take active
steps that strengthen America's economy,
and put our people back to work.

Tonight we welcome two leaders who
embody the extraordinary spirit of all New
Yorkers: Governor George Pataki, and
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. (Applause.) As
a symbol of America's resolve, my
administration will work with Congress,
and these two leaders, to show the world
that we will rebuild New York
City. (Applause.)



After all that has just passed -- all the
lives taken, and all the possibilities and
hopes that died with them -- it is natural to
wonder if America's future is one of
fear. Some speak of an age of terror. I
know there are struggles ahead, and
dangers to face. But this country will
define our times, not be defined by
them. As long as the United States of
America is determined and strong, this will
not be an age of terror; this will be an age
of liberty, here and across the
world. (Applause.)

Great harm has been done to us. We
have suffered great loss. And in our grief
and anger we have found our mission and
our moment. Freedom and fear are at
war. The advance of human freedom -- the
great achievement of our time, and the
great hope of every time -- now depends
on us. Our nation -- this generation -- will
lift a dark threat of violence from our
people and our future. We will rally the
world to this cause by our efforts, by our
courage. We will not tire, we will not
falter, and we will not fail. (Applause.)

It is my hope that in the months and
years ahead, life will return almost to
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normal. We'll go back to our lives and
routines, and that is good. Even grief
recedes with time and grace. But our
resolve must not pass. Each of us will
remember what happened that day, and to
whom it happened. We'll remember the
moment the news came -- where we were
and what we were doing. Some will
remember an image of a fire, or a story of
rescue. Some will carry memories of a
face and a voice gone forever.

And I will carry this: It is the police
shield of a man named George Howard,
who died at the World Trade Center trying
to save others. It was given to me by his
mom, Arlene, as a proud memorial to her
son. This is my reminder of lives that
ended, and a task that does not
end. (Applause.)

I will not forget this wound to our
country or those who inflicted it. I will not
yield; I will not rest; I will not relent in
waging this struggle for freedom and
security for the American people.

The course of this conflict is not
known, yet its outcome IS
certain. Freedom and fear, justice and
cruelty, have always been at war, and we
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know that God is not neutral between
them. (Applause.)

Fellow citizens, we'll meet violence
with patient justice -- assured of the
rightness of our cause, and confident of the
victories to come. In all that lies before us,
may God grant us wisdom, and may He
watch over the United States of America.

Thank you. (Applause.)
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enemies of freedom committed an act of
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the casualties of war: o, 3 yla.

surprise attacks: el ol

All of this was brought upon us in a single
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Muslim clerics: (jyhedl PRURNE

To pervert: s
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The terrorists' directive commands them to

kill Christians and Jews: & ("“fp\." o el gl
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They make no distinction among military

and civilians: gally oo Sl g 995 Y

linked to many other organizations: ..
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They are recruited from their own nations
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they are trained in the tactics of terror: ;)
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to plot evil and destruction: 20 JusY o,kkiz
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the Taliban regime: Ul (L
Afghanistan's people have been brutalized:
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we are currently its largest source of
humanitarian aid: ) S yamall Js uuu.c
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sponsoring and sheltering and supplying
terrorists: A N5 s L oYt e O s
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United States authorities: 5,3 )
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unjustly imprisoned: WL .l 3 C:aj
Give the United States full access to

terrorist training camps: \pwld\\,ﬁj‘.(;;
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so we can make sure they are no longer
operating: Jos s | Wl s S

These demands are not open to negotiation
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those who commit evil in the name of
Allah blaspheme the name of Allah: <Y;»
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The terrorists are traitors to their own faith,

trying, in effect, to hijack Islam itself: )
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until every terrorist group of global reach

has been found, stopped and defeated: i J)
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freedom o vole and assemble and disagree
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forsaking our friends: 360! 05 el
their pretenses to piety: gyl ve sl

the will to power: daldl }) &3\
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law enforcement: ;yW\ s

the global terror network: il ols Y i<
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We will starve terrorists of funding: ;-
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From this day forward: lxsles )i o

a hostile regime: as\a i K>
Our nation has been put on notice: We are

not immune from attack: L. il J) Ll g M

p’.J‘ g J\-‘.

a military veteran: olis o,\¢

intelligence operatives: i, locul ollas
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I've called the Armed Forces to alert: L,_..a\
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pluralism: &
intelligence services: wiyball Jusl

the NATO Charter: _ldb¥t i St

The civilized world is rallying to America's
side: 8l il 3} i sl fU1 )

I ask you to uphold the values of America:
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because of their ethnic background or
religious faith: i (ol S Jo) ’..L,.J s
contributions: o\l
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expand the number of: Jl sus wy,

domestic flights: i1 4 Al o>,

to prevent hijacking: oi,Wal Csle’s -



to track down terror: Gls )i 5l

To embody the extraordinary spirit of...:
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a symbol of America's resolve: ‘....a..Uj.. )
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there are struggles ahead, and dangers to
face: \yols o) » Y ks, brs 2 lee a2

the United States of America is determined
and strong: iy v Wﬂ«éjﬁ\ sasdl oW

we will not falter: ja)l e 9

the World Trade Cente: Wi, 5.

a proud memorial to her son: \&Y > €%

its outcome is Certain: dyaas \yous
may He watch over the United States of

America: i Y sl WY il s,
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From the Halls of Montezuma

To the shores of Tripoli

We fight our country's battles

In the air on land and sea

First to fight for right and freedom
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has taken this disdain for law even further.
He has sought to strip people accused of
crimes of rights that date as far back as the
Magna arta In Anglo-American
jurisprudence: trial by impartial jury, access
to lawyers and knowledge of evidence
against them. In dozens of statements when
signing legislation, he has asserted the right
to ignore the parts of laws with which he
disagrees. His administration has adopted
policies regarding the treatment of prisoners
of war that have disgraced the nation and
alienated virtually the entire world. Usually,
during wartime, the Supreme Court has
refrained from passing judgment on
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presidential actions related to national
defense. The court's unprecedented rebukes
of Bush's policies on detainees indicate how
far the administration has strayed from the
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produced such widespread despair election
on the left. By any objective standard,
Georﬁe W. Bush has been among the worst
Presidents in American history. One of the
main purposes of elections in a democracy
is to act as a check on those in power by
confronting them with the fposmbility of
being removed from office. If Bush can be
re-elected after having alienated virtually
the entire world, brought the country into
war on false pretenses and mortgaged the
nation's future to provide economic benefits
to the rich, what incentive will other
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"Just over two centuries since

Napoleon's arrival in Egypt heralded the
advent of the modern Middle East -- some
80 years after the demise of the Ottoman
Empire, 50 years after the end of
colonialism, and less than 20 years after
the end of the Cold War -- the American
era in the Middle East, the fourth in the
region's modern history, has ended.
Visions of a new, Europe-like region --
peaceful, prosperous, democratic -- will
not be realized. Much more likely is the
emergence of a new Middle East that will
cause great harm to itself, the United
States, and the world.

All the eras have been defined by the
interplay of contending forces, both
internal and external to the region. What
has varied is the balance between these
influences. The Middle East's next era
promises to be one in which outside actors
have a relatively modest impact and local
forces enjoy the upper hand -- and in
which the local actors gaining power are
radicals committed to changing the status
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quo. Shaping the new Middle East from
the outside will be exceedingly difficult,
but 1t -- along with managing a dynamic
Asia -- will be the primary challenge of
U.S. foreign policy for decades to come.

The modern Middle East was born in
the late eighteenth century. For some
historians, the signal event was the 1774
signing of the treaty that ended the war
between the Ottoman Empire and Russia; a
stronger case can be made for the
importance of Napoleon's relatively easy
entry into Egypt in 1798, which showed
Europeans that the region was ripe for
conquest and prompted Arab and Muslim
intellectuals to ask -- as many continue to
do today -- why their civilization had fallen
so far behind that of Christian Europe.
Ottoman décline combined with European
penetration into the region gave rise to the
"Eastern Question," regarding how to deal
with the effects of the decline of the
Ottoman Empire, which various parties
have tried to answer to their own
advantage ever since.

The first era ended with World War I,
the demise of the Ottoman Empire, the rise
of the Turkish republic, and the division of



the spoils of war among the European
victors. What ensued was an age of
colonial rule, dominated by France and the
United Kingdom. This second era ended
some four decades later, after another
world war had drained the Europeans of
much of their strength, Arab nationalism
had risen, and the two superpowers had
begun to lock horns. "[He] who rules the
Near East rules the world; and he who has
interests in the world is bound to concern
himself with the Near East,” wrote the
historian Albert Hourani, who correctly
saw the 1956 Suez crisis as marking the
end of the colonial era and the beginning
of the Cold War era in the region.

During the Cold War, as had been the
case previously, outside forces played a
dominant role in the Middle East. But the
very nature of U.S.-Soviet competition
gave local states considerable room to
maneuver. The high-water mark of the era
was the October 1973 war, which the
United States and the Soviet Union
essentially stopped at a stalemate, paving
the way for ambitious diplomacy,
including the Egyptian-Israeli peace
accord,



Yei it would be a mistake to see this
third era simply as a time of well-managed
great-power competition. The June 1967
war forever changed the balance of power
in the Middle East. The use of oil as an
economic: and political weapon in 1973
highlighted U.S. -and international
vulnerability to supply shortages and. price
hikes. And the Cold War's balancing act
created a context in which local forces in
the Middle East had significant autonomy
to pursue their own agendas. The 1979
revolution in Iran, which brought down
one of the pillars of U.S. policy in the
region, showed that outsiders could not
control local events. Arab states resisted
U.S. attempts to persuade them to join anti-
Soviet projects. Israel's 1982 occupation of
Lebanon spawned Hezbollah. And the
Iran-Iraq War consumed those two
countries for a decade.

AMERICAN PASTORAL.

The end of the Cold War and the
demise of the Soviet Union brought about
a fourth era in the region's history, during
which the United States enjoyed
unprecedented influence and freedom to
act. Dominant features of this American



A

era were the U.S.-led liberation of Kuwait.
the long-term stationing of U.S. ground
and air forces on the Arabian Peninsula,
and an active diplomatic interest in trying
to solve the Arab-Israeli conflict once and
for all (which culminated in the Clinton
administration's intense but ultimately
unsuccessful effort at Camp David). More
than any other, this period exemplified
what is now thought of as the "old Middle
East." The region was defined by an
aggressive but frustrated Iraq, a radical but
divided and relatively weak Iran, Israel as
the region's most powerful state and sole
nuclear power, fluctuating oil prices, top-
heavy Arab regimes that repressed their
peoples, uneasy coexistence between Israel
and both the Palestinians and the Arabs,
and, more generally, American primacy".
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The Islamophobia Myth
Kenan Malik

(www.kenanmalik.com)

Ten years ago no one had heard of
Islamophobia. Now everyone from Muslim
leaders to  anti-racist activists  to
government ministers want to convince us
that Britain is in the grip of an irrational
hatred of Islam - a hatred that, they claim,
leads to institutionalised harassment,
physical attacks, social discrimination and
political alienation. Former Home Office
Minister John Denham has warned of the
'‘cancer of Islamophobia' infecting the
nation. The veteran anti-racist Richard
Stone, who was a consultant to the Stephen
Lawrence inquiry, suggests that
Islamophobia is 'a challenge to us all'. The
Director of Public Prosecutions has
worried that the war on terror is 'alienating
whole communities' in this country. The
government is so concerned that it is
introducing a new law outlawing
incitement to religious hatred.

But does Islamophobia really exist”
Or is the hatred and abuse of Muslims




being exaggerated to suit politicians' needs
and silence the critics of Islam? The trouble
with Islamophobia is that it is an irrational
concept. It confuses hatred of, and
discrimination against, Muslims on the one
hand with criticism of Islam on the other.
The charge of 'Islamophobia' is all too
often used not to highlight racism but to
stifle  criticism. And in  reality
discrimination against Muslims is not as
great as is often perceived - but criticism of
Islam should be greater.

In making a film on Islamophobia for
Channel 4 what became clear is the gap
between perception and reality.
Islamophobia driven by what people want
to believe is true, rather than what really is
true. A good example is the debate about
police harassment of Muslims. Last
summer the Home Office published figures
that revealed a 300 per cent increase in the
number of Asians being stopped and
searched under Britain's anti-terror laws.
Journalists, Muslim leaders and even the
Home Office all shouted 'Islamophobia’.
'The whole Muslim community is being
targeted by the police’, claimed Khalid Sofi
of the Muslim Council.



Certamly, (he bald figure of a 300 per
cent increase' suggests heavy handed
policing and continual harassment. But dig
a little deeper and the figures reveal
something very different. They show that
just 3000 Asians had been stopped and
searched in the previous year under the
Terrorism Act. Of these probably a half
were Muslim. In other words around 1500
Muslims out of a population of more thtan
1.6 million had been stopped and searched
under the terror laws - hardly a case of the
police targeting every Muslim.

A total of 21,577 had been stopped and
searched under the terror laws. The vast
majority of these - 14,429 - were in fact
white. Yet when 1 interviewed Igbal
Sacranie, general secretary of the Muslim
Council of Britain he insisted that '95-98
per cent of those stopped and searched
under the anti-terror laws are Muslim'. The
real figure is actually 15 per cent. But
however many times I showed him the truc
statistics he refused to budge. I am sure he
was sincere in his belief. But there is no
basis for his claim that virtually all those
stopped and searched were Muslim - th:



figures appear to have been simply plucked
out of the sky.

There is disproportion in the treatment
of Asians. Asians make up about 5 per cent
of the population, but 15 per cent of those
stopped under the Terrorism Act. Could
this be because of anti-Muslim prejudice?
Perhaps. It's more likely, however, to be the
result of majority of anti-terror sweeps
taking place in areas - near Heathrow
Airport, for instance - where there happen
to be higher numbers of Asians. Almost
two thirds of terrorism stop and search
operations took place in London, where
Asians form 11 per cent of the population.

The claims of Islamophobia become
even anti-Muslim prejudice if we look at
all stop and searches. Stop and searches
under the Terrorism Act form only a tiny
proportion of the 900,000 stop and
searches that took place last year. If there
was widespread Islamophobia within the
police force we should expect to find
Asians in disproportionate numbers in the
overall figures. We don't. Asians are
stopped and searched roughly in proportion
to their population once age structure is
taken into account.



All these figures are in the public
domain and easily available. Yet not a
single reputable journalist challenged the
claim that Asians  were  being
disproportionately stopped and searched.
So pervasive is the acceptance of
Islamophobia, that no-one even bothers to
check if it is true.

As it happens, there is evidence that
stop and search is used in a racist way. But
the victims are not Asian. They’re black.
Blacks form 3 per cent of the population —
but 14 per cent of those stopped and
searched. You’re five times more likely to
be stopped and searched if you’re black
than if you’re Asian - not that you’d know
from all the hoo-hah about Islamophobia.
One of the consequences of the
exaggeration of anti-Muslim prejudice is to
hide the real discrimination.

In the debate about police harassment.
there are objective statistics against which
to check claims about Islamophobia. When
it comes to physical attacks, however, the
truth is harder to discern. What constitutes
racist attack has changed dramatically over
the past 20 years. These days everything
from name-calling to brutal assaults arc



included in the statistics. The problem is
compounded by the fact that in the wake of
the McPherson Inquiry into the murder of
Stephen Lawrence, the police are obliged
to accept the victim's perception of the
attack. If the victim believes it to be a racist
attack the police have to treat it as such,
leading to a large subjective element in the
reporting.

If statistics for racist attacks are
difficult to compile, it is even more
difficult to define what is an Islamophobic
attack. Should we treat every attack on a
Muslim as Islamophobic? If an Afghan taxi
driver is assaulted, is this a racist attack, an
Islamophobic incident or simply a case of
random violence? Such uncertainty gives
licence to peddle all sorts of claims about
Islamophobia. According to Igbal Sacranie
of the Muslim Council of Britain, Muslims
have never faced greater physical danger
than they do now. The editor of Muslim
News Ahmed Versi similarly believes that
‘after September 11th we had the largest
number of attacks ever on Muslims'.

Both personal experience, however.
and such statistics as do exist, challenge
these clairas. YWhe T won growing un in the



70s and 80s racism was vicious, visceral
and often fatal. Stabbings were common,
firebombings almost weekly events. In
May 1978, 10,000 Bengalis marched in
protest from Whitechapel to Whitehall in
protest at the murder of garment worker
Altab Ali near Brick Lane - one of 8 racist
murders that year. In the decade that
followed there were at least another 49
such killings. For Muslims, the end of the
80s, in the period from the Salman Rushdie
affair to the first Gulf War, was particularly
tough. I remember having to organise
patrols on East London estates to protect
Asian families from racist thugs.

Britain is a very different place these
days - even for Muslims. Certainly there
are racist attacks, and vicious assaults on
Muslims. Early in December, for instance,
three young Muslims were beaten up in
Manchester by a 15-strong gang in what
the police described as a 'dreadful racial
attack'. Yet, despite such incidents, we've
moved a long way from the 70s and 80s,
and I get little sense of the intensity of
racism that we faced then.

What statistics are available lends
weight to this personal perception. The



European Union was so concerned about
[slamophobic attacks that it commissioned
a special report in the immediate aftermath
of 9/11. In the four months following the
attack on the World Trade Centre, the EU
discovered around a dozen serious physical
attacks on British Muslims. That is
certainly a dozen too many attacks, but it
does not speak of a climate of vicious
Islamophobia. "There were very few serious
attacks', acknowledges the report's author
Chris Allen. Islamophobia 'manifested
itself in quite basic and low level ways.'
Even Muslim organisations that
campaign against Islamophobia find it
difficult to make the case for there being
widespread attacks on Muslims. The
Islamic Human Rights Commission
monitored 344 attacks on Muslims in the
year after September 11, most of which
were relatively minor incident such as
shoving or spitting. For the victim, each
attack is nasty and distressing. But taken
together they do not suggest a climate of
uncontrolled hostility towards Muslims.
What all this suggests is a huge gap
between perception and reality. And it's a
gap that's exploited by both Muslim leaders



and mainstream politicians. For Muslim
leaders, inflating the threat of helps
consolidate their power base, both within
their own communities and within wider
society. British Muslims have long looked
with envy at the political power wielded by
the Jewish community, and by the status
accorded to the British Board of Deputies.
One of the reasons for setting up the
Muslim Council of Britain was to try to
emulate the political success of the Board
of Deputies. Muslim leaders talk about
using Islamophobia in the same way that
they perceive Jewish leaders have
exploited fears about anti-Semitism.
Exaggerating anti-Muslim prejudice is
also useful for mainstream politicians, and
especially for a government that has faced
such a political battering over the war on
Iraq and its anti-terror laws. Being
sensitive to Islamophobia allows them to
reclaim some of the moral high ground. It
also allows Labour politicians to pitch for
the Muslim vote. Muslims may feel
'betrayed’ by the war on Iraq, trade minister
Mike O'Brien wrote recently in The
Muslim  Weekly. But 'the Labour
government are trying to deliver an agenda



that has shown consideration and respect
for Muslims." According to O'Brien 'Igbal
Sacranie, the General Secretary of the
Muslim Council, asked Tony Blair to
declare that the Government would
introduce a new law banning religious
discrimination. Two weeks later, in the
middle of his speech to the Labour Party
Conference, Tony Blair promised that the
next Labour Government would ban
religious discrimination. It was a major
victory for the Muslim community in
Britain.'

Pretending that Muslims have never
had it so bad might bolster community
leaders and gain votes for politicians, but it
does the rest of us, whether Muslim or non-
Muslim, no favours at all. The more that
the threat of Islamophobia is exaggerated,
the more that ordinary Muslims come to
accept that theirs is a community under
constant attack. It helps create a siege
mentality, stoking up anger and resentment,
and making Muslim communities more
inward looking and more open to religious
extremism. Muslim leaders constantly
warn that Islamophobia is alienating
Muslims and pushing many into the hands



of  extremists. However, it's not
Islamophobia, but the perception that it
blights lives, that is often the bigger
problem. In making my Channel 4
documentary I asked dozens of ordinary
Muslims across the country about their
experience of Islamophobia. Everyone
believed that police harassment was
common though no one had been stopped
and searched. Everyone insisted that
physical attacks were rife, though few had
been attacked or knew anyone who had.
What is being created here is a culture
of victimhood in which 'Islamophobia’ has
become one-stop cause of the myriad of
problems facing Muslims. Take, for
instance, the social problems which beset
Muslim communities. The figures are truly
appalling. Bangladeshis and Pakistanis
(who comprise most of Muslims in this
country) are two .and a half times more
likely to be unemployed than are whites.
Average earnings among Muslim men are
68 per cent that of non-Muslim men. 65 per
cent of Bangladeshis are semi-skilled
manual workers compared with 23 per cent
among other ethnic minorities and 15 per
cent among white Britons. Fifty four pe:
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cent of Pakistani and Bangladeshi homes
recerve income support. In 2000, 30 per
cent of Pakistani students gained five or
more good GCSEs, compared with 50 per
cent in the population as a whole.

It has become common to blame all of
this on Islamophobia. According to the
Muslim News, 'media reportage and public
discourse on Islam and Muslims have a
huge impact on Muslim labour market
performance'. Islamophobia shapes 'how
Muslim children are treated in schools’, the
'self-esteem on Muslim children' as well as
'their educational achievements'.
Unemployment, poverty and  poor
educational standards is not, however, a
new phenomenon in Muslim communities
in this country. And the causes are myriad.
Racism certainly plays a part. So does
class. The social profile of Pakistanis and
Bangladeshis is closer to that of Afro-
Caribbeans than it is to Indians or Chinese.
That is because while the latter are often
from middle class backgrounds, most
Banglandeshis, Pakistanis and Afro-
Caribebans originally came from poor
working class or-rural, with few resources.
especially to combat the intense racism



they faced i this country. Class plays as
important a role as race or religion in
explaining the poor performance of
Muslims. Indeed, Indian Muslims tend to
be far better of than those from Bangladesh
or Pakistan - and conversely Bangladeshi
and Pakistani non-Muslims tend to be
worse off.

Some also point the finger at cultural
practices within some Muslim
communities. 'By and large', the journalist
Yasmin Alibhai Brown acknowledges, 'the
lowest achieving communities in this
country are Muslim. When you talk to
people about why this is happening the one
reason they give you, the only reason they
give you, is Islamophobia." It's not an
argument that Alibhar Brown accepts. 'It 1s
not Islamophobia that makes parents take
14 year old bright girls out of school to
marry illiterate men, and the girl has again
to bring up the next generation who will
again be denied not just education but the
value of education.’

Alibhai Brown disagrees with me
about the extent of Islamophobia, believing
that it 1s a major force shaping Muslim
lives. But, she adds, it has also become 'a



convenient label, a figleaf, a reason that is
so comfortable for Muslims whenever they
have to look at why they aren't in the
places that they have to be. All too often
Islamophobia is used as an excuse in a kind
of way to kind of blackmail society.'

What all this suggests is the need for
an open, frank debate about Muslims and
their relationship to wider British society.
There is clearly prejudice and fear of Islam
in this country. Muslims do get harassed
and attacked because of their faith. At the
same time the degree of hatred and
discrimination is being exaggerated to suit
particular political agendas, stoking up
resentment and creating a victim culture.

The likelihood of such a frank, open
debate is, however, not very high.
'Islamophobia’ has become not just a
description of anti-Muslim prejudice but
also a prescription for what may or may not
be said about Islam. Every year, the Islamic
Human Rights Commission organises a
mock  awards ceremony for its
Tslamophobe of the Year'. Last year there
were two British winners. One was the
BNP's Nick Griffin. The other? Guardian
columnist Polly Toynbee. Toynbee’s



defence of secularism and women’s rights,
and criticism of Islam, was, it declared,
unacceptable. Isn't it absurd, I asked the
IHRC's Massoud Shadjareh, to equate a
liberal anti-racist like Polly Toynbee with
the leader of a neo-fascist party. Not at all,
he suggested. 'There 1is a difference
between  disagreeing and  actually
dismissing certain ideologies and certain
principles. We need to engage and discuss.
But there’s a limit to that.' It is difficult to
know what engagement and discussion
could mean when leading Muslim figures
seem unable to distinguish between liberal
criticism and neo-fascist attacks.

It would be tempting to dismiss the
[HRC as a fringe organisation. It's not. It 1s
a consultant body to the UN. Its work has
been praised by the CRE. More
importantly its principal argument - that in
a plural society, free speech is limited by
the need not to give offence to particular
religious or cultural groups - has become
\widely accepted. So, for instance, the
government is proposing new legislation to
outlaw incitement to religious hatred. The
Serious and Organised Crime and Police
Bill will make it an offence ‘to knowingly



use words, behaviour or material that is
threatening, abusive or insulting with the
intention or likely effect that hatred will be
stirred up against a group of people
targeted because of their religious beliefs’
Supporters of the law claim that it will
extend to Muslims, and other faith groups,
the same protection that racial groups
already possess. Sikhs and Jews are already
by the Race Relations Act. The new law is
aimed squarely at meeting Muslim
concerns that they seem to have been left
out.

In fact it is already an offence to
perpetrate religious hatred. The 1986
Public order Act was amended in 1998 to
include the offence of ‘'religious
aggravation'. A person commits and
offence if he 'displays any writing, sign or
other visible representation which is
threatening abusive or insulting, within the
hearing or sight of a person likely to be
caused harassment, alarm or distress.' The
offence 'may be committed in a public or
private place." Shortly after 9/11, Mark
Norwood, a BNP member, was convicted
under this law after he placed a poster in
his window with a picture of the World



Trade centre in flames and the slogan
'[slam out of Britain'.

In any case, there is a fundamental
difference between race and religion. You
can't choose your skin colour; you can
choose your beliefs. Religion is a set of
beliefs. I can be hateful about other beliefs,
such as conservatism or communism. So
why can't I be hateful about religion too?
It's a question that supporters of the law
have continually ducked.

In practice the law could be a
nightmare to enforce. Every Muslim leader
I've spoken to wants to use the law to ban
Salman Rushdie's The Satanic Verses.
Several believe that my own articles on
Islam and free speech are Islamophobic
and should fall under the scope of the law.
Ahmed Versi, the editor of Muslim News,
thinks that Margaret Thatcher should have
been prosecuted for suggesting that after
September 11 there had not been 'enough
condemnation of terrorism from Muslim
priests'.

Ten years ago the then Conservative
government rejected a similar law precisely
because ministers feared that it could be
used to ban The Satanic Verses. Today
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Home Office Ministers and the Director of
Public Prosecutions assure everyone that
this won't happen. 'We will still be free to
insult each other', the DPP Ken Macdonald
told me. In which case many Muslims are
not going to be satisfied. Having
encouraged exaggerated fears about anti-
Muslim prejudice, and led Muslims to
believe that the new law has been designed
to meet their concerns, ministers might find
it difficult to dampen Muslim demands.
The current view of the courts is that
material that encourages public disorder
can be seen as inciting racial or religious
hatred. The new law may actually create
greater public disorder as disgruntled
groups attempt to censor what they
consider to be offensive works. The scenes
in Birmingham outside the Sikh play
Behzti may well be repeated many times
over.

In a sense, though, the flaws in the
proposed law are irrelevant, because its
real value is not practical but, in the words
of the Director of Public Prosecutions,
'symbolic’. The legislation sets out, not to
provide legal remedy for a real problem,
but to make a moral statement about what
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is and is not socially acceptable. The real
aim of the law is not to censor us, but to get
ourselves to censor ourselves.

In fact, we already live in a culture of
growing self-censorship. A decade ago, the
Independent asked me to write an essay on
Tom Paine, the eighteenth century English
revolutionary and freethinker. It was the
200th anniversary of his great polemic, The
Age of Reason. I began the article with a
quote from Salman Rushdie’s The Satanic
Verses to show the continuing relevance of
Paine's battle against religious authority.
The quote was cut out because it was
deemed too offensive to Muslims. The
irony of censoring an essay in celebration
of freethinking seemed to elude the editor.

These days it is becoming increasingly
common for liberals to proclaim free
speech is necessary in principle - but also
to argue that in practice we should give up
that right. Ruminating in the Guardian
about the fallout from the Behzti affair, Ian
Jack, editor of Granta magazine, suggested
that whatever liberals believe in principle,
in practice we need to appease religious
sensibilities. 'The state has no law
forbidding a pictorial representation of the



Prophet', he pointed out, 'But I never
expect to see such a picture. On the one
hand, there is the individual's right to
exhibit or publish one; on the other hand,
the immeasurable insult and damage to life
and property that the exercise of such a
right would cause.'" He added that 'In this
case, we understand that the price is too
high - even though we, the faithless, don't
understand the offence.’

John Mortimor has described this as
'tiptoeing around doing our best not to
irritate other people by disagreeing with
their opinions'. The irony of this approach
is that it actually undermines what is
valuable about living in a diverse society.
Diversity is important, not in and of itself,
but because it allows us to expand our
horizons, to compare and contrast different
values, beliefs and lifestyles, and make
judgements upon them. In other words,
because it allows us to engage in political
dialogue and debate that can help create
more universal values and beliefs, and a
collective language of citizenship. But it is
precisely such dialogue and debate, and the
making of such judgements, that
contemporary multiculturalism attempts to



suppress in the name of 'tolerance' and
'respect’.
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Islamofascism
(brainyencyclopedia.com)

"Islamofascism" is a term used to
describe the ideologies and tactics of
certain modern Islamist movements and
states that they allegedly have fascist,
neofascist, or totalitarian aspects. Groups
sometimes characterized as "Islamofascist”
include Al-Qaeda, the current Iranian
government, the Taliban, The Muslim
Brotherhood, Hamas, and Hezbollah.
Opponents of the term "Islamofascism"
argue that it is a pejorative political epithet
which is offensive and inaccurate

Application

Some writers have used
"Islamofascism" to refer specifically to the
The Muslim Brotherhood and simular
movements in Sunni Islam inspired by the
writings of Sayyid Qutb, while others have
applied it to all highly politicized strains of
Islam, including Shi'a radicalism as
practised in Iran.

While several modern political and
militant organizations describe themselves
as "Islamist", none refer to themselves as
"fascist." Some view the term as an
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historically inaccurate metaphor. The term
is generally not used to describe historic
fascist organizations that had Muslim
members. A few scholars have cautiously
used the term fascism to discuss certain
forms of militiant Islamic fundamentalism.
See: Neofascism and religion.

A more common and less loaded term
for politicized strains of Islam that seek to
place governments in Muslim countries
under the guidance of Sharia law is
Islamist. Islamism is a very broad political
category used to describe mainstream
political movements such as Turkey's
Justice and Development Party, which do
not seek to replace secular constitutions.
However, Islamism has nothing to do with
corporatism, an important component of
"classic" fascist governments in Italy and
Germany. If anything the islamist idea of
Ummah could be compared to the german
facist idea of Volksgemeinschaft.

Origins

The origins of the term are unclear, but
appear to date back to an article,
"Construing Islam as a language", by
Malise Ruthven that appeared on



September 8, 1990 in The Independent,
where he wrote:

Nevertheless there is what might be
called a political problem affecting the
Muslim world. In contrast to the heirs of
some other non-Western traditions,
including Hinduism, Shintoism and
Buddhism, Islamic societies seem to have
found it particularly hard to institutionalise
divergences  politically:  authoritarian
government, not to say Islamo-fascism, is
the rule rather than the exception from
Morocco to Pakistan.

Ruthven is here talking about
governments in the Muslim world, rather
than Islamist groups. There can be seen an
evolution of the term from a description of
authoritarian governments, such as those in
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, into an epithet
applied to describe Islamic enemies.

For a discussion on related issues prior
to the end of World War Two, see Amin
al-Husayni.

The Guardian attributes the term to an
article by Muslim scholar Khalid Duran in
the Washington Times, where he used it to
describe the push by some Islamist clerics
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to "impose religious orthodoxy on the state
and the citizenry".

British journalist Christopher Hitchens
used the term ‘"Islamic fascism" or
"theocratic fascism" to describe the fatwa
declared on February 14, 1989 by
Ayatollah Khomeini against Salman
Rushdie over The Satanic Verses, an event
that was pivotal in shaping the attitude
toward Islamism of Hitchens and several
other prominent journalists on the left.
Hitchens also used the term "fascism with
an Islamic face" in The Nation after the
9/11 attacks, when the phrase spread to the
blogosphere, shortened to "Islamofascism."
On October 6, 2005 President George W
Bush used it in a speech to the National
Endowment for Democracy.

Radio talk show host Michael Savage
has used the term "Islamofascism"
frequently on his program. The context
suggests the invocation of Islam to justify
fascist-like activities.

In his 2004 book Power, Terror, Peace
and War, Walter Russell Mead invoked a
different but related term, which he calls
"Arabian Fascism", to describe both



secular and Islamic "enemies” of America
in the Middle East.

Examples of use in public discourse

"The bombers of Manhattan represent
fascism with an Islamic face, and there's no
point in any euphemism about it. What
they abominate about "the West," to put it
in a phrase, is not what Western liberals
don't like and can't defend about their own
system, but what they do like about it and
must defend: its emancipated women, its
scientific inquiry, its separation of religion
from the state." — Christopher Hitchens in
Against Rationalisation, The Nation 2001.

"What we have to understand is ... this
is not really a war against terrorism, this is
not really a war against al Qaeda, this is a
war against movements and ideologies that
are jihadist, that are Islamofascists, that
aim to destroy the Western world."
Clifford May, president of the Foundation
for the Defense of Democracies.

"[Islamic terrorist] attacks serve a clear
and focused ideology, a set of beliefs and
goals that are evil, but not insane. Some
call this evil Islamic radicalism; others.
militant Jihadism; still others, Islamo-
fascism. Whatever it's called, this ideology
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1s very different from the religion of Islam.
This form of radicalism exploits Islam to
serve a violent, political vision: the
establishment, by terrorism and subversion
and insurgency, of a totalitarian empire
that denies all political and religious
freedom." George W Bush, President of
the United States speaking before the
National Endowment for Democracy,
October 6, 2005

"Far too many people on the Left are
inclined to make excuses for Islamic
fundamentalism. They accept its misogyny
so long as it doesn’t target Western
women. They accept its fascism so long as
it is anti-American fascism. We now have
a Stop the War coalition led by Islamic
fascists and Marxist-Leninists, and much
of the Left 1is silent about it
Acknowledging the horrors of Islamic
fundamentalism  would sully their
consciences, which they want to keep clean
for the battle against America ... Much of
the Stop the War coalition now actually
supports a fascist resistance movement and
ignores their Iraqi comrades entirely. You
have to look back to the Hitler-Stalin pact
for a historical parallel. The concept of



fascism is being lost. It’s something you
hear about on the history channels. But
Islamic  fascism is still  fascism...
Islamofascism has been ripping through
the Arab world, often supported by
America, and it should be the Left’s worst
nightmare. It’s everything the Left has
resisted since the French revolution. To
equivocate in the face of it would be an
absolute  abdication of intellectual
responsibility... " —Nick Cohen, The
Observer.

Criticism of the use of the term

Some critics view it as an OXymoron
and a rhetorical device or propaganda. Juan
Cole, professor of modern Middle East and
South Asian history at the University of
Michigan, argues that the term
"Islamofascism” is  offensive  and
tantamount to hate speech, because it is a
desecration that is profoundly insulting to
Muslims,

"It is hard to see the difference
between the bigotry of anti-Semitism as an
evil and the bigotry that [Michael] Medved
displays toward [slam. It is more offensivc
than I can say for him to use the word
"Islamo-fascist." Islam is a sacred term tc



1.3 billion people in the world. It enshrines
their highest ideals. To combine it with the
word '"fascist” in one phrase is a
desecration and a form of hate speech. Are
there Muslims who are fascists? Sure. But
there is no Islamic fascism, since "Islam"
has to do with the highest ideals of the
religion. In the same way, there have been
lots of Christian fascists, but to speak of
Christo-Fascism is just offensive."

Others argue that grouping disparate
ideologies into one single idea of
"Islamofascism”" may lead to an
oversimplification of the root causes of
terrorism.

"The idea that there i1s some kind of
autonomous "Islamofascism" that can be
crushed, or that the west may defend itself
against the terrorists who threaten it by
cultivating that eagerness to kill militant
Muslims which Hitchens urges upon us, is
a dangerous delusion. The symptoms that
have led some to apply the label of
"Islamofascism" are not reasons to forget
root causes. They are reasons for us to
examine even more carefully what those
root causes actually are.” He adds
"'Saddam, Arafat and the Saudis hate the



Jews and want to see them destroyed' . . .
or so says the right-wing writer Andrew
Sullivan. And he has a point. Does the
western left really grasp the extent of anti-
Semitism in the Middle East? But does the
right grasp the role of Europeans in
creating such hatred?" —Richard Webster,
author of A Brief History of Blasphemy:
liberalism, censorship and 'The Satanic
Verses' writing in the New Statesman.

Others argue that movements
characterized as ‘"Islamofascist" are
dissimilar to fascist movements of the past.
According to Roxanne Euben, a professor
of political science at Wellesley College,

"Fascism is  nationalistic = and
Islamicism is hostile to nationalism.
Fundamentalism is a  transnational
movement that is appealing to believers of
all nations and races across national
boundaries. There is no idea of racial
purity as in Nazism. Islamicists have very
little idea of the state. It is a religious
movement, while Fascism in Europe was a
secular movement. So if it's not what we
really think of as nationalism, and if it's not
really like what we think of as Fascist, why
use these terms?"
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The use of the term "Islamofascist” by
proponents of the War on Terror has
prompted some critics to argue that the
term is a typical example of wartime
propaganda.

"Islamofascism is nothing but an
empty propaganda term. And wartime
propaganda is usually, if not always,
crafted to produce hysteria, the destruction
of any sense of proportion. Such words,
undefined and unmeasured, are used by
people more interested in making us lose
our heads than in keeping their own." —
Joseph Sobran, paleoconservative Catholic
commentator.



Y14

Islamofascism: i ast)

Ideologies: wluia

Tactics: oz

Allegedly: Jlo L

totalitarian aspects: iy™ il

characterized as...: ...\l Jo \sss ¢

the current Iranian government: i,y .3

i

The Muslim Brotherhood: juludt ylsY dsle

Opponents of the term "Islamofascism"

argue that...: L s dlu_, RS 3 BRIy

a pejorative political epithet: i sl g

offensive and inaccurate: 3> 1y 5 s

Application: .k /)l

to refer specifically to...: polsamy Jo i
e)

highly politicized strains of Islam: sl

el G 8o

Shi'a radicalism: _a)l O ol



militant organizations: as\@ ol
Some view the term as an historically
inaccurate metaphor: )y, (GUSH) o

%%)U\L?U\J&:B;)tﬁ)\é_-d‘\&ég‘_\\
Cautiously: x>

militiant Islamic fundamentalism: i,
Lslgh Ll

A less loaded term: 3L} 5 g

to seek to: e Jaw /U)o
under the guidance of Sharia law: (.Q a4

Ax ;.ﬂ\

a very broad political category: i .l isla>
sl inad

Turkey's Justice and Development Party:
S Zaly Mol 5

Islamism has nothing to do with
corporatism: 1, 4 U ke ¥ iyl

The origins of the term appear to date back
to...0 ... J) laall \;ud,p'\@t spm

a political problem affecting the Muslim
world: Y W 35 il 2K

In contrast to: ;. ,SWl e



Y VY

Heirs: ;5,1

to institutionalize: Lol Ul ( ,9\ o) et
divergences: oY

authoritarian government: a2\ 1. 54|

the rule rather than the exception: _.4ysxsW
L

related issues: (fosth) Aol Ladl

prior to: }3

To attribute:

Clerics: yal Jb,

the citizenry: ;!

theocratic fascism: awal 1,4l

The Satanic Verses: iile.2) c)@\

Pivotal: | Ll /5,52

prominent journalists: )by

the blogosphere: wyall j\s

shortened to: ) ),,a.).:-)\

Radio talk show host Michael Savage: Ju.



VY

The context suggests the invocation of
Islam to justify fascist-like activities: >,

s\l oolel 2 YN o bl plaslul Sl

a different but related term: .}y « k% dla..u
(U pleall) 1o 4 36

secular: jlle

Examples of use in public discourse: a»l,2
Ml sl ¥l s (laall) Yl o

Euphemism: ki 3t

To abominate: jax.
Liberals: 4,3

scientific inquiry: )\ yasdl
Rationalisation: s

a set of beliefs and goals: oLy sl 0 ol
To exploit: Jw

Vision: 3,

subversion and insurgency: s,Jly .l
totalitarian: J,&

Islamic fundamentalism: i) adyo

misogyny: «L.dl ksl g



so Jong as: s L

The Left: , L.

To sully: &

the Stop the War coalition: Gy slall il
o

To equivocate in the face of it: 3o %
s

an OXymoron: Jou ipadlls (plad ¢lis) Q.A’, sl )
(g b5 5" s 222 ’

a rhetorical device: i il

tantamount to: J ,\..

hate speech: il ){ el

desecration: i) / as2)) S AR WARCRVRE]
bigotry: el

anti-Semitism: i.lulisls\e

To display: o

a sacred term: NOWRCR é\u,

To enshrine: 2. /s

their highest ideals: Udl o

To combine it with...: ... oy \ew ol



YV¢

Others argue that...: .. uh &“5&;,,,:5\ 329
Grouping: wlela s Caaal

disparate ideologies: il sled)
oversimplification: ;);.,u L

the root causes of terrorism: ols Yol
4,58

autonomous: §\x Jw

cultivating that eagerness to: ... jsie) «.,w
a dangerous delusion: s $l.s- ,
symptoms: | )ai

the label of "Islamofascism": i _sWl" iy
"l

the right-wing writer: /&Yl o)l 8

To grasp: 2,

the extent: gull /ol

Does the western left really grasp the
extent of anti-Semitism in the Middle

East?: s keludlilalas slal oy ¥ Ll 2,0 1o 65
< Lo W1 3,20
Blasphemy: o loodl G} /Caaadl



VWe

characterized as...: ...\l Pr il
dissimilar to: s &z ’

According to Roxanne Euben: b U Ll
O oSy,

hostile to nationalism: iul sles

appealing to believers: w;l‘ 5 2y

racial purity: e Wil

The use of the term "Islamofascist" by
proponents of the War on Terror has
prompted some critics to argue that the
term 1s a typical example of wartime

propaganda: . "Ll L oW dhw i)L,:..ﬂ\ &
150m b 3,0 1 5Ll S a1 e o) el 3
o b el b o1 i e S gl

crafted to produce hysteria: gr et LJD

Wbl Q)
proportion: c.\s
undefined and unmeasured: s %5 95 g

Nof



v

people more interested in making us lose
our heads than in keeping their own: (j,.

o st L% 5L Y o W i 3L
paleoconservative: «Ludl jasls



\vy

iy N5 sl sl JUA s B2
e a8 YL by "'brainyencyclopedia com"
et ly pdall aw r>J\.s\ S el LS R s
Kbl ocm 3y2md 0S5e g Losas Yl s 5 o u\_ﬁ\,
i 5 o Uy L bt U U
ri—-“ S5l 8 485 4 s ol S N
s r""“‘” J_A\, " el Al ol Lol
u\d)(_...: \Mt} )—’Y\d\)‘u—‘;’{ Wd\!ﬁé&a\\
32 (S yus sl V1 s sl e i 3 dyl
b i Oy L s W I shll e afii
o i b s 0¥ e i S ol g
3 o o a8 o JUM S e ST sl s
Vil s Wl dlu.‘ Qg Ao
RS e T e g om0l s 2
g e RS \'-*ng‘ iogunge 3+l LS cLalias,
iealg Ll 5t (Robert O. Paxton) d,..{\, Oy,

"Fascism may be defined as :,» ‘«.Q ,;Y\ Losd$



Y VA

a form of political behavior" marked by
obsessive preoccupation with community
decline, humiliation, or victim-hood and by
compensatory cults of unity, energy, and
purity, in which a mass-based party of
committed nationalist militants, working in
uneasy but effective collaboration with
traditional elites, abandons democratic
liberties and pursues with redemptive
violence and without ethical or legal
restraints goals of internal cleansing and
external expansion.” Paxton further defines
fascism's essence as: "l. a sense of
overwhelming crisis beyond reach of
traditional solutions; 2. belief that one’s
group is the victim, justifying any action
without legal or moral limits; 3. need for
authority by a natural leader above the law,
relying on the superiority of his instincts; 4.
right of the chosen people to dominate
others without legal or moral restraint; 5.

fear of foreign “contamination."
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"Fascism is associated by many
scholars with one or more of the following
characteristics: a very high degree of
nationalism,  economic corporatism, a
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powerful, dictatorial leader who portrays
the nation, state or collective as superior to
the individuals or groups composing it"
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"Nathan Gardels: Otherwise revered
figures like yourself or fellow Nobel
Laureate Desmond Tutu are accused of anti-

Semitism when you describe the Israeli
occupation under which Palestinians live as

"apartheid.” Why 1is this description so

inflammatory in the U.S. when it is so
readily accepted everywhere else in the
world?

Jimmy Carter: If you look at the
record, the Israeli attorney general who
served under the late Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin and even (under) Benjamin
Netanyahu has used this same phrase.

‘apartheid.” But I didn’t get it from him.
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I’m talking about Palestine, not Israel.
Everyone knows Israel is a democracy, with
equal rights guaranteed under the law for
both Arabs and Jews. But the persecution
and rigid separation of the Palestinians from
the Jewish settlers in the occupied territories
is indeed as penetrating as anything that
happened in South Africa. There are
differences: This apartheid is not based on
racism, but on the desire of a small minority
of Israelis to acquire and hold Israeli land.

Now, people in the United States,
including me, are naturally inclined to
support Israel. ’'m an evangelical Christian
who teaches the Bible every Sunday at my
church. I teach half the Old Testament and
half the New Testament. We Americans
identify the Hebrews, the Israelites, with
ourselves.

But there is something else. The
Israelis want to prohibit any sort of overt
criticism of their abuse of Palestinians under
this system. The reluctance to criticize any
policies of the Israeli government in the U.S.
is because of the extraordinary lobbying
efforts of the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee and the absence of any
significant contrary voices. For the last 30



years, I have personally witnessed and
experienced the severe restraints on any free
and balanced discussion of the facts due to
their influence.

It would be almost politically suicidal
for members of Congress to espouse a
balanced position between Israel and
Palestine, to suggest that Israel comply with
international law or to speak in defense of
justice or human rights for Palestinians. If
they did so, they couldn’t be re-elected. As a
result of this AIPAC influence, there haven’t
been any serious peace talks sponsored by
the U.S. in six years.

Gardels: Isn’t the apartheid-type
separation also out of fear of Israeli
security?

Carter: I don’t agree with that. It is not
about security. Take Hamas, for example. It
is usually accused of being the most radical
group. But it declared a self-imposed cease-
fire — a hudna. Not a single Israeli life has
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